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Crane River Arts Education
Crane River Theater is excited to once again offer a series of arts education programs for youth of all ages. Every summer we
offer our widely popular Explore Theater classes made possible by our partnerships with Kearney Park and Recreation, Kearney
Area Children’s Museum, and both Kearney YMCA and YMCA of the Prairie in Holdrege. In just five years, this program has
been able to reach nearly six hundred kids ranging pre-school through middle school providing them a hands-on theater
experience.
In an effort to raise awareness and excitement toward the arts among high school students, a new educational opportunity was
brought to fruition three years ago with our Backstage Workshops. This program allows high school students from across the
state to receive a backstage look at a professional production and take part in a series of theatrical workshops.
Last but not least, we will once again present our Page to Stage series to libraries across Central Nebraska. This year we will be
headed to Grand Island, Lexington, Cozad, Broken Bow, Hastings and Kearney. Allowing children the opportunity to see the
characters jump from the page to the stage and the words come to life before their very own eyes is truly invaluable. Registration
and information for each of these programs can be found on our website at CraneRiverTheater.org or by calling 308.627.5796.

CRT/KCT
Crane River Theater is thrilled to announce that we will
once again be partnering with Kearney Community
Theatre this spring for the award winning comedy, The 39
Steps. It is a perfect blend of drama, suspense, hilarity
and silliness that is fun for all ages. What started as a
World War I espionage novel by Scottish author John Buchan, the story was translated to film in 1935 by Alfred
Hitchcock, and later adapted for the stage as a hit comedy. The 39 Steps is a fast-paced whodunit for anyone who loves
the magic of theater! It is packed with nonstop laughs that will have audiences on the edges of their seats. A riotous
blend of virtuoso performances and wildly inventive stagecraft, this is sure to be an unforgettable evening of pure pleasure.
High pursuit train chases, on-stage plane crashes and old fashioned romance come to life as a ridiculously talented cast of
four play more than one hundred characters.

39 Steps Cast, Clockwise: Alex Markowitz, Candice
Dickinson, David Rozema and Alex Schwarz

We hope you will join us April 24 through May 4 as actors from Florida and New York join forces with local theater
veterans for this one of a kind show to be presented at Kearney Community Theatre. Reserve your tickets beginning April
14 by calling 308.234.1529 or by visiting CraneRiverTheater.org or KearneyCommunityTheatre.com.

Our 2014 Season
Crane River Theater could not be more excited as we head into our fifth production season. Last year’s
shows witnessed record-breaking audiences, and we anticipate those numbers to be even greater this
summer. The season begins with the contagious romantic comedy Almost, Maine. On a cold, clear Friday
night in the middle of winter, while the northern lights hover in the sky above, nine couples find
themselves falling in and out of love in the strangest ways. Almost, Maine will be performed at the
Merryman Performing Arts Center with the audience seated on stage just a few feet away from the actors,
creating a perfect setting for this intimate show that is sure to touch your heart. Shrek the Musical will
mark the fifth theatrical production to be staged at the Cope Amphitheater in Yanney Heritage Park. It is
an outstanding venue to bring Kearney into the rich tradition of outdoor summer theater as witnessed by
more than ten thousand people last summer with our production of Seussical. Our hope and expectation is
that families will come back year after year to enjoy the performances. By coordinating with Kearney
Park and Recreation to stage this production in a city park, it allows the performances to be free and open
to the public. Finally we round out the summer with the sensationally popular Footloose. Audiences are
sure to have a good time as we take them on a nostalgic trip back to the 1980’s, complete with some of the
most memorable songs in recent history. Crane River Theater is looking forward to launching ticket sales
for this production by sponsoring the classic film at the World Theatre on Memorial weekend May 23, 24
and 25. We hope to see you at the shows this summer.

