
Attendance and enrollment continue to grow for Crane 
River Theater.  In 2014 nearly 17,000 audience members 
have witnessed a Crane River Theater production and over 
1,400 youth have already participated in our arts education 
programs.  We collaborated with more organizations than 
ever before in an effort to reach as many people as possible 
with the joy of theater.  Among them were the Merryman 
Performing Arts Center, Kearney Park and Recreation, 
Kearney Area Children’s Museum, YMCA of the Prairie in 
Holdrege, Kearney Family YMCA and ten central Nebraska 
libraries.  The year kicked off with a bang when Crane 
River Theater was recognized at the Governor’s Arts 
Awards as Emerging Leaders in the state of Nebraska.  
Then it was off to the races with our productions of The 39 
Steps, Almost Maine, Shrek the Musical and Footloose.  
Once again we brought in artists from all over the country, 
ranging from New York to California and Minnesota to 
Florida. 
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Thank You To Our
2014 SPONSORS

Arby’s
AAA, Scott Bacon 

Ameritas Charitable Foundation
Artisans Photography

Ashley Furniture HomeStore
Baer Photography
Barney Insurance
Barth Financial

Best Western Plus
Buckle
Cabela’s

Casey’s General Store
Cash-Wa Distributing 

Charter West
Clarcor Foundation
Coldwell Banker

Cooper Foundation
Country Inn & Suites
Culligan of Kearney

Deterdings
Eagle Dental

Eaton 
Edward Jones

Elks Country Golf
Family Practice Associates

Farmers and Merchants Bank
First National Bank

Fort Theatre Dentistry
Fraser Stryker

Gary Michael’s Clothiers
Good Samaritan Hospital

Heartland Bank
Hellman, Main, Coslor and Kathol P.C.

Humanities Nebraska
Hy-Vee

Kearney Ag & Auto Repair
Kearney Area Community Foundation

Kearney Clinic P.C.
Kearney Eye Institute
Kearney Floral Co.

Kearney Glass
Kearney Hub

Kearney Visitor’s Bureau
Killion Motors
KRVN/River FM
Liberty Cleaners

Mid-Plains Equipment
Midway
Motel 6

Myron Scott Trust
NebraskaLand National Bank

Nebraska Arts Council
Nelson’s Furniture and Floor Covering

Northwestern Energy
O’Brien, Straatmann, Redinger Funeral Homes

Old Navy
Orthomedics

Perkins Restaurant & Bakery
Ron and Carol Cope Foundation

Runza
SoZo

Stagecoach
Theodore G. Baldwin Foundation

Tru Café
US Bank

Walmart Foundation
West Pharmaceutical Services

Wilkins, Hinrichs, Stober Architects LLC
Yanda’s Music and Pro Audio

Yellow Van Cleaning and Restoration
Younes Hospitality

 Audiences Continue to Grow

It is always an honor for area performers to work alongside 
these professionals, but it is equally exciting for us to show 
off the talent we have here in Kearney, Nebraska.  We had 
actors in the shows as young as seven years of age and as 
old as sixty-five years of age.  It was truly an unforgettable 
summer!  Of course it would not have been possible without 
the help of so many.  We would like to extend a sincere 
thank you to everyone who attended a Crane River Theater 
production this year, volunteered their time to make it all 
come together, pledged their support in the form of 
donations and sponsorships, and laughed along with us as we 
had the time of our lives.  We simply could not exist without 
the incredible support we have received from the community 
and surrounding areas, and we are privileged to be located in 
Kearney.   

On Saturday, October 25th, over 300 runners raced through a zombie infested landscape 
just north of The Archway scaling obstacles and outrunning the undead in an effort to 
survive.  It was a scene straight out of The Walking Dead except no one was hurt.  Crane 
River Theater hosted our first annual Zombies Attack, A Run for Your Life.  The weather 
could not have been any more perfect, the excitement from all of our participants was 
contagious, and the zombies were out in full force.  The day started with fifty zombies 
gathering at The Archway to undergo Zombie 101 Training.  This included an 
informational session from a zombie expert, a tour of the post-apocalyptic obstacle course, 
a tutorial about becoming the walking and talking dead, and of course a complete zombie 
make-over.  Shortly thereafter, five flights of runners converged on the bridge equipped 
with flag belts representing their lives, as they were introduced to the zombies before 
embarking on their survival run.  People of all ages from 45 communities throughout 
Nebraska, Kansas and Colorado participated in the inaugural run, but only a handful 
survived.  We would like to thank the many sponsors, volunteers and participants who 
made this possible.

ZOMBIES ATTACK
A RUN FOR YOUR LIFE

Ben Stasny as "Lord Farquaad", welcomes you to Duloc in Crane River Theater's Shrek the Musical.

Callie Syverson, as Ariel, and Donovan Woods, as Ren, share a moment in Crane River Theater's Footloose!

Runner, Rick McGee, successfully races past attacking zombies.



Help Us Reach Our Goal
Crane River Theater is proud to once again take part 
in Give Where You Live, a special fundraising event 
that will unite donors from all over to support 
nonprofits in the Kearney area and improve our 

quality of life.  It is a community effort led by the Kearney Area Community Foundation that will allow 
organizations like Crane River Theater to continually grow and find new donors.  Last year’s event raised over 
$14,000 for Crane River Theater, allowing us to reach even more people with our productions and programs.  
We are confident that we can exceed that total this year with help from all of you.  All donations received 
between now and December 4, 2014 will be matched by a certain percentage from the Foundation, making 
your donation worth more now than ever before.  In order to offer our shows for free or minimal admission, 
we are dependent upon the support of personal donors like you.  Please consider a donation today.  

Donation information 
can be found at 
razoo.com/story/Crane-
River-Theater or at 
CraneRiverTheater.org  
If you would like to 
donate in person, you 
can stop by one of our 
Giving Destinations or 
the Kearney Area 
Community Foundation 
on December 4th.
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Tarzan, the Musical
June 25 - July 3

Cope Amphitheater
Yanney Heritage Park

Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat

July 23 - July 25
July 28 - August 2

Merryman Performing Arts Center

Celebrate Broadway
Gala

August 8 - 9
Merryman Performing Arts Center

Crane River Theater is thrilled to reprise our widely 
popular holiday production for the community of 
Kearney and surrounding areas.  Let It Snow 
features performances from more than two hundred 
performers of all ages.  The goal is to bring together 
artists from all styles of music, dance and theater to 
present a production of holiday spirit for the whole 
family.  Countless people have talked about an event 
like this for years, and Crane River Theater is 
excited to create such a wonderful tradition.  This 
year’s production will feature nine premier groups and six outstanding soloists performing jazz, acapella, 
instrumental, dance, choral and contemporary musical stylings. Among the groups performing are the OK Sisters, 
Patent Pending, Kearney Dance Catz, Lead Me Home, Kearney Jazz Society, Northeast Bobcat Choir, Philippe 
Siassia, Kearney High Chorale and Platte River Singers.  This all mixed in with cinematic classics and the art of 
storytelling.  Santa Claus will even be making a special appearance before each of the performances, so kids are 
encouraged to come early so they can share their Christmas wishes with him.  It will truly be a celebration for the 
whole family.  A production like this oftentimes requires high-ticket prices to balance the costs, but because of the 
generosity of all of our artists, and the support of personal donors, we can offer this experience at an admission that 
everyone can afford.  It will only cost $10 for adults and $5 for students. This is so important, as Christmas really 
should be a time where everyone can celebrate together.  Join us at the Merryman Performing Arts Center in Kearney 
on December 13th for a matinee and evening performance.  The show will then tour to The Fox Theatre in McCook 
on December 14th for a special matinee performance.  Tickets are available at the Kearney Hub, by calling 
308.627.5796 or by visiting CraneRiverTheater.org.

A	  Holiday	  Celebration	  
for	  the	  Whole	  Family!

Tickets are on sale now at the Kearney Hub, online at CraneRiverTheater.org 
or by calling 308.627.5796.  Admission is $10 for Adults and $5 for Kids.

RED
June 11-14

Merryman Performing Arts Center
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